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Come to the GPLA Annual Meeting — July 26 in Hudson!
The GPLA Annual Meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 26, 2017 in the
new Hudson Town Office, 241 Hudson Road (formerly the Hudson
Elementary School). We’ll snack and socialize starting at 6:30 p.m.,
followed by a short business meeting and the main program at 7:00 p.m. Our
special guest speaker this year is Maggie Shannon, Executive Director of
the Maine Lakes Society. Maggie will talk to us about Maine’s LakeSmart
program. This program recognizes property owners who voluntarily take
positive steps to maintain their individual homes, yards, and shoreline
frontage in ways that help to keep our lakes clean and healthy. Please save
the date on your calendars, and join us to help GPLA celebrate another
great year.
Prior to Maggie’s presentation, we will report on GPLA activities over the
past year, elect board members, and have FUN! Jeff Hayward is
nominated to fill an interim 2016-2018 term on the Board of Directors.
Nominated for 2017-2019 terms are returning board members Lou Cloutier,
Marian Dressler, Sandi Duchesne, Carolyn Eaton, Cheryl Fox-Briggs,
Barbara Hildreth, Art Hildebrandt, and Joanne Van Voorhis.
If you would like to place an item on the agenda for discussion at the Annual
Meeting, please contact GPLA President Rich Dressler at 827-5407 or

CANOE AND KAYAK SAFETY NOTES
PLEASE KEEP YOUR DISTANCE FROM THE DAM!!
In 2015, a buoy and cable system was installed upstream of the Pushaw Lake outlet
dam to prevent boats, canoes, kayaks, etc. from hitting or potentially going over the
dam. Any craft portaging around the dam can still reach the north shoreline to make
the portage.
Please do not approach the
gate or fishway on the
upstream side, especially
when the gate is up (October
– May) or the fishway is
open (May - mid June).
-Rich Dressler
Pushaw Dam viewed from upstream. AVOID gate and fishway to right.
Portage trail (not shown) is along the left bank.
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DID YOU KNOW?
Kraken Mare, a lake on
Titan, one of the planet
Saturn’s moons,
occupies about 150,000
square miles. That’s
larger than the state of
Montana, and also
larger than the
landlocked Caspian Sea
straddling Europe and
Asia, generally
considered to be the
largest lake on earth!
Water would be
permanently frozen that
far out in space, but
Kraken Mare is filled
with liquid methane and
ethane. Methane and
ethane occur naturally
as gases on Earth, but
they will liquefy when
cooled to extremely low
temperatures. The
average temperature of
the liquid methane and
ethane mixture in
Kraken Mare is minus
294 degrees Fahrenheit.

You asked for it, here it is: make dues payments and donations ONLINE!
GPLA has recently launched an online membership registration option at www.greaterpushaw.org/
membership.html, to encourage new and renewing members to pay dues online. We accept PayPal and therefore
most major credit cards, and have made the process as simple as possible. Just sign on to your PayPal account,
or if you don’t have one, then just use the system as a guest. If you
aren’t familiar with PayPal, it is a trusted, global online payment system
that has supported secure internet transactions for almost 20 years. Be
sure to also to include your preferred email address with your
membership, so we may contact you via email with news and event
information. Of course, we will still accept mailed membership forms.
You can cut out the form at the bottom of this page, or download it from
the GPLA website at any time. -Joanne Van Voorhis

2016 WATER QUALITY TESTING RESULTS by Jeff Hayward
GPLA welcomes our newest volunteer water quality tester, Laura Hurst, who resides year-round on Little Pushaw
Pond with her husband Quintin. Laura is taking over the testing duties on Little Pushaw this summer from Robert
Stessel, who has conducted annual testing there for many years. Laura received her formal classroom training in
water quality monitoring from the Maine Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program (VLMP) in May 2017, followed by a
day of hands-on field practice at Pushaw Lake in June. We thank Robert for his years of dedicated service, and
welcome Laura on board. If you run into Robert and Laura around Little Pushaw Pond this summer, please take a
moment to thank them both for their service. Lou and Dorli Cloutier continue to provide this service each summer
on Pushaw Lake, and we thank them for their long-term volunteer efforts as well.
Water quality sampling during the 2016 testing season generated a mixed set of results. Clarity (the distance in
meters that an object can be viewed under the water from the surface of the lake) averaged 3.7 meters, slightly up
on average from 2015. Dissolved Oxygen (DO), averaging 7.4 mg/l at the bottom, was mostly unchanged from
2015, although these numbers tend to relate more to the season’s weather patterns than to historical trending due
to long term factors. Phosphorus numbers, which are the primary concern due to their role in algae blooms, ticked
up for 2016, averaging 17.8 ppb. We had 4 sample dates in 2016 with a result higher than 20 ppb. All of these
numbers are high enough to support an algae bloom, which we all must work to prevent.
Please do your part to decrease phosphorus contributions to the lake and drive the phosphorus results into a
downward trend. Plant buffers! Don’t use fertilizers near the water. Protect the lake from runoff and soil erosion.
Your annual dues, municipal funding, and generous donations help to make this monitoring possible! As
always, water testing and results reporting are conducted solely by volunteers. All results are reported to Maine
VLMP and go into the Maine lakes database, where environmental scientists (the true experts in water quality)
monitor the results and study the trends. For more information, visit http://www.mainevlmp.org/.

GPLA MEMBERSHIP DUES AND DONATIONS ARE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE!
Name(s): ______________________________________________________
Address: (please provide both summer and winter addresses, if applicable):
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Phone: ______________ E
E--mail: ____________________________________
Please mail along with $15 annual dues (more if you wish, & if you can) in the
enclosed envelope, or mail to: GPLA, PO Box 302, Stillwater, ME 04489. Thanks!
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33RD ANNUAL MAINE AUDUBON LOON COUNT
ON PUSHAW LAKE and LITTLE PUSHAW POND
Saturday, July 15, 2017, 7:00-7:30 am
How are loons doing in Maine? by Rich Dressler
Based on the latest report from Maine Audubon, the 2016 statewide
loon count estimate is 2,848 adults and 384 chicks. This count is based
on 896 counters who contributed data from 304 lakes and ponds across
the state of Maine. For adult loons, this is virtually the same as the
2015 estimate of 2,817 adults, although it is about 7% lower than the
average of the previous five years, which was 3,069 adults. Overall,
though, the long-term trends remain positive.
As reported by Maine Audubon, “Last summer was dry, with many loon
counters reporting very low water levels and historic nest sites on many
lakes inaccessible to breeding loons. With that in mind, and with
anecdotal evidence reported by counters early in the season, we were
expecting a low chick estimate. So we were pleasantly surprised to find we had a 76% increase
in the estimate of chicks compared to 2015. Looking back over the last 15 years, it is the third
highest chick estimate on record.”
Based on volunteer data sheets, the count reported to Maine Audubon in 2016 for Pushaw Lake
included 27 adults and seven chicks. Volunteers also counted nine adults and one chick on Little
Pushaw Pond.
The 2017 Loon Count on Pushaw Lake and Little Pushaw Pond will be on Saturday, July 15 th. If
you are interested in volunteering on Pushaw Lake, please contact Rich and Marian Dressler at
827-5407 by late June.

HAVE YOU HEARD…?
 Congratulations to JOHN WIEBE of Orono, winner of GPLA’s 2017 Ice Out Contest on

Facebook! John guessed April 15, and thus came closest to the official date of April 17. “Like”
our Facebook page to join the fun and participate in future contests. We welcome all of your
contributions, plus you can meet and link up with fellow Lakesiders!

 Thanks to the Town of Orono for posting a sign at Gould’s Landing to demonstrate its strong

municipal support. In partnership with GPLA, Orono’s elected officials and municipal staff have
committed to initiatives that will help to educate lake users and ensure a sustainable, healthy
water quality for Pushaw Lake.

 The Pushaw Stream fishway counter has recorded fewer alewives returning to Pushaw Lake

this spring than last year at this same time, although they still returned in healthy numbers.
It’s too soon for marine scientists to be able to determine the reasons why.

THANKS! to GPLA members, donors, and volunteers for their loyal support, and to the many organizations that

are helping GPLA to educate the public and protect the watershed surrounding Pushaw Lake and Little Pushaw
Pond: University of Maine Cooperative Extension, PCSWCD, New England Grassroots Environmental Fund, Maine Lakes
Society, Orono Land Trust, Maine Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program, Maine Department of Conservation, and Kukunsook
Camp Owners Association. We are particularly grateful for annual education and outreach funds that have been recommended
by elected officials and approved by voters in the GPLA municipalities of Orono, Hudson, Glenburn, and Old Town.
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Greater Pushaw
Lake Association
Send address changes to:
Greater Pushaw Lake Association
PO Box 302
Stillwater, ME 04489

Website: www.greaterpushaw.org

“Never doubt that a small
committed group of
citizens can change the
world. Indeed it is the
only thing that ever has.”
Margaret Mead

CONNECT WITH GPLA ONLINE!

by Joanne Van Voorhis

Follow us on Facebook...
...and check out the updated GPLA website!

Did you know that GPLA has both a website and a new
Facebook page? We encourage Lakesiders to “like” our
page, post photos, keep an eye on upcoming meetings and
events, and share information with neighbors, family, and
friends via GPLA on Facebook. We look forward to hearing
about our members’ lives and interests all around Pushaw
Lake and Little Pushaw Pond!
GPLA’s website contains archived issues of the Lakesider
newsletter, resources and links for better lakeside living,
suggestions for keeping your property looking great while
keeping our lakes clean, and much more.
GPLA Website: http://www.greaterpushaw.org/
Link to GPLA on Facebook: http://tinyurl.com/GPLAonFB, or
just search for Greater Pushaw Lake Association from your
Facebook home page.

